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“Corruption and fraud are things going on in the social environment all the time, and it’s 

plausible that it shapes people’s psychology, what they can get away with…It’s okay! Everybody 

does it around here. In other words, corruption corrupts”. 1 

In many ways, the norms of society are the sum of our collective values and priorities.2 

Scholars argue that a political culture as a shared set of social norms, attitudes, and orientations, 

contains the images of the citizen’s role. 3 Research suggests that norms related to corruption are 

deeply engrained and that there is a correlation between cultural or social norms and corruption.4  

Corruption is regarded as one of the most difficult crimes to investigate. Socialization can explain 

why community members refuse to surrender others accused of minor corruption, although 

corruption should be investigated irrespective of how trivial the allegation. Sadly, numerous 

allegations of corruption have blemished all facets of Bahamian society revealing an obscured 

feature of our cultural and social norms. What is missing from the conversation on corruption in 

the Bahamas is contextualizing the twin concepts of systematicity and transparency of human 

behaviour. 

How corruption is defined is culturally sensitive, however, Transparency International 

defines corruption as the misappropriation of entrusted power for personal advantage.5 Given 

corruption's criminal and sensitive nature, scholars distinguish between high-level corruption 

which involves politicians, parliamentarians, ministers, judges, local council members, and low-

level corruption which involves ordinary professionals such as journalists, professors, teachers, 

and doctors. 6 “There are many criminal and unethical acts that can constitute corruption”.7 In a 

very unethical way, the slogans ‘why pay more when you can pay less’ or ‘it’s not what you know, 

it’s who you know’ embody the mentality that many Bahamians use to approach daily life. This 

mentality is an epidemic within the social fabric of the Bahamas, and its proliferation has resulted 

in an immoral culture of treating people as means to an end and not as ends in themselves. 

Unfortunately, systemic corruption breeds a culture that deceives people’s perception of 

behaviours that are morally acceptable or unacceptable.8  

Many Bahamians are of the view that corruption occurs solely at the level of governance, 

however, corruption occurs at all levels of society and at all forms – public and private.9 Many 

Bahamians are also aware that the “hand go, hand come” syndrome is prevalent in both the private 

and public sector of the Bahamas. Instinctive to many of us when entering a private or public 

organization is to look for a familiar face. With a disposition to act dishonestly, and with little 

regard for how doing a [favor] may result in another being fired from an organization, a strong 

cultural norm dictates that ‘you [better] scratch my back [now] and I will scratch yours [later]’. 

A dishonest attempt to by-pass long lines and the penalty for infractions results in the offer to tip 

better known as a bribe.  

 

“Corruption is an issue of character, not of compensation." 10 

Chester Cooper 



 

Scholars argue that corruption can be attributed to self-interested people in quest to 

maximize their own personal welfare.11 A push to broaden the view that the word corruption is not 

merely restricted to government personnel but includes people throughout industry has led to a 

definitional expansion. Previously, corruption was restricted to the nation state; now its meaning 

has expanded to institutions such as “academic corruption” which refers to corruption in 

universities and research institutions.12 However, irrespective of the institution, people are the 

main ethical focus of corruption and not institutions. While codes of organizational ethics may be 

used to ameliorate the problem of corruption, no law or code will be of much value if people do 

not possess ethical acuity and personal integrity. 13 

The argument has already been made that corruption in the Bahamas has plagued 

successive governments, 14 therefore the focus must be on people and not institutions. Corruption 

involves the improper behaviour of both politicians and civil servants; ultimately, we are all willing 

or unwilling participants in a society where each corrupt transaction requires a “buyer” and a 

“seller.”15 While Bahamians primarily refer to politicians as corrupt, “politicians are not a special 

caste of wicked men; they are no more immoral than bribing businessmen or lazy police or short-

sighted voters”.16 In a very dark chapter of Bahamian history, an investigation into international 

drug trafficking and corruption in the Bahamas revealed that corruption was prevalent among 

Bahamian police officers, lawyers, politicians and ordinary citizens.17 In an article allegedly sent 

by a member of SSBTCA, the communication offers this material for your attention: 

“Corruption is everywhere in the Bahamas. There are so many politicians, 

government employees, police officers, immigration officers and customs officers who 

are corrupt that it is almost impossible to grasp the magnitude of the problem. But 

nothing is as infuriating to the Bahamian public as the corrupt judiciary. The courts 

should be the one refuge against corruption but instead are the root of the evil. 

Corruption in the Bahamian judiciary runs throughout the entire court system. From 

court clerks and magistrates to the very highest levels of the Supreme Court. This 

destroys the integrity of the judicial system and allows all the other corrupt officials 

to continue their corruption without any concern for ever being brought to justice”.18 

Similarly, the business community advised that corruption is a major constraint on doing 

business in the Bahamas; they also claim the court system is a significant obstacle.19 Private 

sector/business community have also offered their grim perceptions of their firms' experiences of 

bribe requests in the Bahamas. Nearly 20% of the firms surveyed felt that they were expected to 

pay off public officials to obtain permits and licences in the Bahamas. Also, those public officials 

responsible for granting “construction permits and electricity and water connections”20 were 

regarded by the private sector as significant contributors to this perception of corruption.  

Furthermore, corruption abounds in other private sector organizations in the Bahamas. For 

example, private sector media companies have a significant reach across a broad offline and online 

base and play a vital role in the management of cultural or social norms and corruption. However, 

scholars claim that “the media and journalists are not immune to corruption…, [and] corruption in 

media is predictable in developing countries”.21 In this way, media personnel in the Bahamas are 

accused of being corrupt and bias, where some “choose out-and-out corruption and are unworthy 

of the profession”.22 Moreover, one Bahamian journalist claims that, “compromise and corruption 

in the media in our country are rampant and longstanding – it’s not a new thing…politicians are 



not the only ones making secret deals, reporters, and media houses are doing it too, and this is one 

of the key reasons our democracy and citizenry are not as strong as they could be – compromised 

journalists”.23  

“If a country is to be corruption free and become a nation of beautiful minds, I strongly 

feel there are three key societal members who can make a difference. They are the father, the 

mother and the teacher”. 24 

A. P. J. Abdul Kalam 

 

Corruption continues to be a controversial problem in Bahamian society today, as many 

individuals, both politicians and ordinary citizens, have inherited this blemished cultural and 

social norm.  Although this article may appear problematic and scathing, it acts as a precursor to 

the necessary social reconstruction and moral restoration of a blemished people. What may seem 

as a biased assertion is more so a public acknowledgement of the vastness of the problem. 

"Affirmati Non Neganti Incumbit Probatio", essentially means the duty of the person who asserts 

something is to produce evidence to prove it. Therefore, with the help of anecdotal observations, 

the following list of articles are cited to show that many Bahamians both individually and 

collectively are either engaged in corruption or believe corruption acts as a cancer in the broader 

Bahamian society.  

 

Case Law on Corruption and Bribery in the Bahamas25 

A Mantle of Shame for Bahamians: Corruption at Customs26 

A Nation for Sale: Corruption in The Bahamas27 

Corrupt Bahamian Judge 28 

The Bahamas Corruption Narrative: Get Yours and Say Amen29 

Dupuch unveils corruption in the Department of Immigration30 

Corruption ‘Almost A Culture’ In Bahamas31 

Compromise & Corruption in The Bahamian Media32 

Minnis Calls for Stronger Ethics in Journalism33 

 

 

Just to name a few! 
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